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JSOS CHILDREN'S VILAGES ILLINOIS

every child deserves a HOME

Armed with snacks, enthusiasm and a desire fo help others in need, seven feens and
three adults from SOS Lockport Village spent their spring break building homes with
Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans’ St. Bernard Parish. “Team SOS” joined 150
other volunteers in working foward New Orleans Area Habitat for Humanity's goal of

building 1,500 homes in four parishes over the next five years.

Based at an abandoned elementary school they called “Camp Hope,” our SOS
feens put their energy and skills to work helping rebuild a devastated neighborhood.
The group's journal enfries, continued on page 6, show how powerful and inspiring

this experience proved fo be.

continved on page 6

PAGE 5 INSIDE: FIND OUT WHY FRIENDS ARE SO IMPORTANT
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call to action

N

Net Gains
Since September 2006, SOS Lockport Village has had
the Northern lllinois Tennis Association in its court. With
support from the regional chapter of the National
Tennis Association, SOS youth ages 5 to 17 have
faken tennis classes and received their own equipment.
Three of our feens have gone on fo participate in
extracurricular tennis af their high school. This summer, fo
help our kids hone their skills, we are working to create a

fennis “mentor” program.

Educational Strides
The children in our villages face special challenges in and out
of the classroom. To meet those challenges, we want to make
direct professional tutoring available to every child in SOS
Children’s Villages lllinois. Through strategic partnerships within
the educational community, our new tutoring program will
provide sfandardized assessments and customized learning

experiences for each of our children.

Your Help

Gifts to SOS Children’s Villages lllinois help ensure educationdl,
recreational, and social opportunities for our children, as well as
fraining for foster parents. We've enclosed a donation envelope for
your convenience; your support can make a real difference in a

child’s life, starting today. Please give generously.

To learn more about how
you can help, call Bob Andorka
at 312-957-1800 /







Fach year, May is designated
National Foster Care Month, a
fime fo raise awareness of the
opportunities fo assist youngsters in
building skills that will help them realize
their full potential. During this year's
observation, we took stock yet again of the

challenges foster children sill face.

More than 513,000 American children are in
foster care because their families are in crisis and

are unable to provide for their essential wellbeing.

At the beginning of 2007, 16,272 children were
in the lllinois foster care system, most because of
parental abuse or neglect. Their average age:
10.7 vears.

Each year more than 20,000 young Americans
"age out” of fosfer care yet lack the resources,

skills, or options o live independently.

On average, students in foster care score 16 to
20 percentile points below others in statewide
standardized tesfs, according to a VWashington
state study. In 2004 the Child Welfare league of
America reported that only 54 percent of foster
care alums earned a high school diploma, and

just 2 percent graduated from college.

The Call for SOS

The challenges are huge, but SOS Children's Villages
lllinois is taking them on — and with help from our
supporters, we're making a difference. In our Villages,
children have a stable home where brothers and
sisters can remain fogether with the care of a
professional foster parent. Designed as supportive,
caring communities, our Villages help children in need
grow into productive, selfreliant adults.

Pioneering programs developed by SOS Children’s
Villages lllinois help children and families reach their
full potential. Our Traditional Sibling Care Program
keeps biological siblings together and reunites those
once separated, enabling them fo live under one
roof, supporting and growing up together. In our
Pregnant and Parenting Teen Program, feen mothers
leam to care for and nurture their child, while gaining
the skills to live selfsufficiently as adults.

In addition to providing therapeutic and case
management services, SOS Children’s Villages
lllinois is increasing educational services for
children. Our dedicated volunteers tutor many of
our children and support their academic progress,
and we are seeking funding fo provide professional
futoring, for every child at SOS Children’s Villages.

You can kee



VILLAGE VOICES:

Why are friends

important to youe

"| like friends because | like to play with them and they like to
play with me." - AALLIYAH, AGE 5

My foster mom and foster sister are my friends. They are The corporde sponsors and donors who have given

important friends because | love them.”
- DESTINEY, AGE 6

SOS Children’s Villages lllinois so much gave us cause

for celebration at our annual gala. Their extraordinary

contributions made our April 27 event a tremendous

"Friends are important to share secrets with and are especially Ty

good fo have around Christmas because | can share all my toys
with them and give my best friend a gift."” - ZACHARY, AGE 7

"If I didn't have friends, when | go outside | wouldn't have any fun.”
- SAMUEL, ACE 7

"I think friends are important because it makes me smile when
people are friendly. | have two friends at school that | trust and
have fun with. They come over fo my house on the weekend and

play with me, and it makes me really happy.” — CHANDLER, AGE 9

"Friends are important because there might be a time when you
need someone’s shoulder to cry on. You can call your friend, and
he or she will be there for you.” - GLORIA, AGE 14

"Friends accept us for who we are. We can frust them with our
embarrassing secrefs and count on them to be there for us when
we need them the most.”
- BRIANA, AGE 17
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NO[A continued from the cover

Sunday and Monday

Almost 17 hours of driving, but we arrived safely in
New Orleans. .. Driving info St. Bemard's Parish, we
were stunned af the level of devastation that sfill exists. ..
We waiched a movie about the events during
Hurricane Kafrina. It was sad learning about [all that
happened]... Our first job was to finish capping off
the fop plates on the walls in preparation for the
frusses... Nikki and some of the girls cut and nailed
sheathing to the outside of the home... Affer much-
needed showers, we drove through the Lower Ninth
Ward. We saw areas where only front porches
remain... "Be aware of all that you have,” one of

our feens said. “In a second it could be gone...”

Tuesday and Wednesday

We were assigned a new project, installing a chain link
fence... Our captain was an Americorp volunteer named
Ronnie. She was born and raised in New Orleans. Her
family lost its home. We really enjoyed Ronnie and
hearing about the area and local culture. .. Ve removed
a rusly fence, dug out old concrete posts, saw the
biggest cockroaches ever! ... We dug and dug and
dug many holes, then set info concrefe the first three
poss. .. Today was by far the hottest and most humid.

We moved indoors and started

construction of the porch railing... At day’s end we were
covered in dirt, concrete dust and more dirt... Someone
asked, “Why did you come on this fripe” One of the
feens responded, “At first | came so | could get out of the
Village, but when we got here, and | saw everything, |
reclized | came fo help.”... "I have lived in the Village
for 13 years, and had everyone do a lof of stuff for me.
Now if's my turn fo do something for someone else,”
another of our youngsters added. .."l wanted fo help

someone less fortunate then me.”

Thursday and Friday

| had a hard time waking up today... VWe moved
lots of dirt, worked on the porch, went fo dinner

in the French Quarter... | put up cabinefs and
raked...| was glad to leave, yet af the same time
not glad. Knowing | did some good let me leave
completed... VWe made a thank-you card for
Ronnie... We met many new friends while here, but
most importantly, we learned about ourselves and
how we can make an impact in our world... The
group painted a mural to leave its mark on the walls
of Camp Hope. The sign read, "Waming! Upon
entry, you run the risk of being inspired!” ﬁ



dirk lohan:

In 1989, the first SOS Children’s Village

in the United States was built in Coconut

have been an enthusiastic supporter ever
since. Currenﬂy, | am the President of
Grove, Florida. Soon after, the idea of a SOS-USA, the national organization.
new village in lllinois began to take shape
with a group of educators at DePaul You’ve witnessed SOS | would like to see the
University. The concept quickly captured Children’s Villages’ village model we've
the imagination of architect Dirk Lohan, growth over the years. started here in lllinois
What do you envision continue to grow

for the future of SOS? across the state and

principal of Lohan Anderson, who helped
pave the way for the SOS Children’s

Village in Lockport in 1992. His unstinting
support has continued as the Lockport
Village has grown to 18 homes and

a second lllinois Village has opened

in Chicago’s Auburn Gresham
neighborhood.

We recently asked our longtime friend to
share his thoughts on SOS Children’s

Villages lllinois.

nationwide. lllinois
has been in the forefront of this concept
of caring for children, where brothers
and sisters live in a safe home with a
professional foster parent in a caring
community environment. Creating a
village to help 100 children is a good
thing, but helping thousands of children

is even better.

If you wanted to get | would tell them
What motivated | got involved with SOS for someone else that all children need

you to get involved two reasons. First, | already involved as a friend love and care. SOS

U Sl

in helping to build

a village?

knew about the SOS model
from the villages in Europe.

My parents supported SOS

of SOS Children’s

Villages, what would

you say to them?

Children’s Villages is
the next best thing to

natural families. There

villages in the 1950s, and | saw how they
helped children and families. Second, |
realized we were not doing a good job
with child welfare in the United States
and lllinois. When educators from DePaul
approached me, | got involved with the
planning, site development, and building
of the Lockport Village. | became the

President of the Board of Directors and

are other organizations
that raise money and provide services
for children, but not in the way that SOS
does. The Villages provide a comprehensive
and complete way to help children find
the support and care they need to grow.
| can think of no more essential mission
than to provide children with security,

family, and hope for a brighter future.

—
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upcoming events
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