
SOS ILLINOIS INTRODUCTION 
SOS Children’s Villages Illinois, founded over 25 years ago, is a non-profit, child-welfare 

agency that serves children in foster care and at-risk youth in communities surrounding its 

sites. SOS Illinois offers an innovative approach to traditional foster care. Instead of simply 

finding a home for a child, we build homes; we create Villages that are designed to help 

children in need grow into productive and self-reliant adults. By uniting brothers and sister 

in the care of a full-time professionally trained Foster Parent, together, the family thrives in 

a stable, single-family home and is surrounded with an intentional community of support. 

 

Currently, SOS Illinois operates four sites: three Villages providing sibling group foster care 

at an 18-home Village in Lockport, Illinois; a 19-home Village in the Auburn Gresham,  

Englewood neighborhood of Chicago; and a 14-home Village in the Roosevelt Square 

Community of Chicago; as well as Casa Tepeyac, a facility that offers preventative and  

in-home family services in the Back o the Yards neighborhood of Chicago. 

 

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois celebrates a 100% high school graduation rate, compared 

to a national average of 50% for children in foster care. In November 2015,  

Chicago Magazine named SOS Illinois one of the “Best Charities in Chicago.” We are 

building the future of foster care because every child deserves a home child. 

Make a difference in the life of a child, visit sosillinois.org. 

https://www.sosillinois.org


STRENGTHENING 
FAMILIES AND 

TRANSFORMING LIVES  

OVERVIEW 

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois is part of a  

70 year-old international organization with a 

model of care that is utilized in over 550 SOS 

Children’s Villages in more than 130 countries. 

What makes the SOS Children’s Villages 

model different from traditional foster care is 

that children: 

1. Live together with their siblings. 

2. Receive care and support from a full-time, 

professionally trained foster parent.  

3. Grow up in private, single-family homes. 

4. Benefit from the support of the  

Village, designed as an intentional 

community of care. 

2018 KEY OUTCOMES 

THE SOS ILLINOIS DIFFERENCE 

For over 25 years, SOS Children’s Villages Illinois 

has helped children break the cycle of poverty, home-

lessness, and incarceration allowing them to instead      

become productive, self-reliant adults. 

 SOS Illinois provided 55,377 days of 

care , which equates to 1,329,048 hours 

of service to the children in our care  

 501 children were served through our 

programs and services 

 138 families were served through our 

in-home families program 

 We celebrated a 100% high school  

graduation rate, compared to the national  

average of 50% of children in foster care 

 Our Foster Parents serve an average of 

5 years, nationally foster parents serve 

an average of one (1) year 

70% 

21% 8% 

84% 

13% 

3% 

Program Expenses - 81% 

Administrative Expenses - 13% 

Fundraising Expenses - 6% 

DCFS - 86% 

Contributions & Special 

Events - 11% 

Miscellaneous - 3% 

 

FUNDING SOURCES 

FUNDING USES 

WWW.SOSILLINOIS.ORG 

SOS ILLINOIS SITES 

For over twenty-five years, SOS Children's Villages  

Illinois has provided the highest quality of care for 

Illinois’ most vulnerable children and families.    

Currently, we operate four sites: an 18-home      

Village in Lockport, Illinois, a 19-home Village in the 

Auburn Gresham/Englewood neighborhood of   

Chicago, a 14-home Village in Chicago’s Roosevelt 

Square neighborhood, and Casa Tepeyac, which 

serves the Back of the Yards neighborhood of  

Chicago with family strengthening services.   

1% 

* unaudited financials as of 11/17 



OUR MISSION 

At SOS Children’s Villages Illinois, we build 

Villages that unite brothers and sisters in 

foster care, surround them with a community 

of hope, and help them grow into caring and 

productive adults.  

FOUR KEY PILLARS 

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois is part of a  

70-year international tradition.  This Village  

Model of Care is utilized in over 550 SOS Chil-

dren’s Villages in over 130 countries.  The SOS  

Children’s Villages model differs from traditional 

foster care in emphasizing the following 

five components: 

1) Children live with their siblings. 

2) Children receive care and support from a  

full-time, professionally trained foster parent.  

3) Children grow up in private, single-family 

homes. 

4) Children benefit from the support of the  

Village, designed as an intentional community 

of care. 

5)   Families receive strengthening services to  

      help them grow in love. 

SOS-Kinderdorf International, the parent organization under which SOS Children’s Villages Illinois 

operates, began in Europe in 1945 when Hermann Gmeiner, a young Austrian medical student, 

came to the aid of children orphaned or abandoned during World War II. He opened the first SOS 

Children’s Village in Imst, Austria in 1949; today, SOS-Kinderdorf International is the largest  

non-denominational child welfare agency in the world. 

Every Child Deserves a Home 

There are 555 SOS Children’s Villages in 134 countries. 

www.sosillinois.org 

OVERVIEW 



  Traditional Foster Care SOS Illinois Model 

Stability A child will often have a 14-day 

notice before transfer 
Provides security that a home is always available 

Parents Often community-based foster  

parents work outside the home 

while parenting. 

The parent is provided with professional education 

and development for their full-time job as a foster 

parent. 

Siblings Often separated due to lack of 

space in the foster home 
Homes are built to accommodate up to six siblings 

Social Network 
Individual and particular to  

individual circumstances 

Collective and communal due to clusters of homes 

with access to various support groups on-site rec-

reational facilities. 

Home 
Limited space; no daily outside  

professional review 

Owned and maintained by professional staff who 

closely monitor facilities for safety and upkeep 

Oversight/

Accountability 
A tradition case worker/therapist 

has to travel to numerous homes 

The case worker/therapist is on site and has  

access to the children on a daily basis 

Education 

Only 50% of foster children  

graduate from high school. 

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois repeatedly 

achieves a 100% high school completion rate.  

56% of children in middle and high school are on 

the honor roll. 

Only 3-11% of foster children  

complete a bachelor’s degree. 

In 2018, seven students graduated high school; all 

are currently enrolled in college or have secured 

full-time employment. 

34.2% of foster children changed 

schools five times or more while in 

foster care; 17.9% of children 

missed at least one month of 

school due to foster care change 

Living in the Village ensures the changes in home 

placement do not affect school district changes or 

placement.  Of the school age youth, approxim-

ately 99% attended 90% or more days of school. 

Every Child Deserves a HOME 

SOS Children’s Villages Illinois continues to positively impact the lives of foster children in the following areas: 

For over twenty-five years, SOS Children's Villages Illinois 

has provided the highest quality of care for Illinois’ most  

vulnerable children and families. Currently, we operate four 

sites:  an 18-home Village in Lockport, Illinois, a 19-home 

Auburn Gresham/Englewood neighborhood of Chicago, a 14-home Village in Chicago’s Roosevelt Square 

neighborhood, and a site in the Back of the Yards neighborhood of Chicago, called Casa Tepeyac, that  

provides family strengthening services to the surrounding community.   

www.sosillinois.org 



Every Child Deserves a HOME 

At SOS Children’s Villages Illinois, we are committed to providing safe,  

stable, loving homes. We do this by keeping brothers and sisters together in 

an individual home in the care of a full-time, professional Foster Parent. In 

doing so, we lay the foundation for rebuilding trust, confidence, and hope for 

each child in our care. To accomplish this, we provide comprehensive 

support services to Illinois’ most vulnerable youth and their families.  These 

services include educational and enrichment activities for children, job  

training for teens and young adults,  as well as residential, foster care, case  

management, and therapeutic services for all clients.  

Locally, SOS Children’s Villages Illinois has achieved several awards,  

accreditations, and honors, including: 

 Council on Accreditation (C.O.A.) Certified 

 Awarded Charity Navigator’s rating of Three-Stars 

 Richard H. Driehaus Award for Architectural Excellence in 

Community Design (2009) 

 Richard H. Driehaus Award for Outstanding Non-Profit 

Neighborhood Real Estate Project (2009) 

 In 2012, recognized by Chicago Magazine as one of  

fifteen charities in the City of Chicago to be awarded   

“The Gold Standard” 

 Named by Chicago Magazine in their Nov. 2015 issue as 

one of “Twenty Top Charities in Chicago”  

 

SOS Children’s Villages International, the parent organization 

under which SOS Children’s Villages Illinois operates, has 

received several humanitarian awards and honors including: 

 Conrad N. Hilton Humanitarian Prize (2002) 

 Numerous Nobel Peace Prize nominations 

 “Woman of the Year” (2005) awarded to the over 5,000 

SOS Children’s Villages mothers 

 OPEC Fund for International Development Award (2007) 

 Mother Theresa Gold Medal (2008) 

AWARDS AND  

ACHIEVEMENTS 

Above: Lockport Village Homes 

 

Below: Chicago Village Lavezzorio Community Center 

Above: Casa Tepeyac 



2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

  

 
 
 

        Tim McCormick, Chief Executive Officer, SOS Children’s Villages Illinois 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name Professional Affiliations 

Jim Wolfe 
Board Member, President 

Chairman and CEO, Knight Partners, LLC 

John Trotta 
Board Member, Vice President 

Senior Vice President, WSP USA 

Jeff Riemer 
Board Member, Secretary 

Executive Vice President, Lend Lease, Retired 

Christina Abbott 
Board Member, Treasurer 

Senior Manager, KPMG LLP 

Don Biernacki 
Board Member 

Senior Vice President, Related Midwest 

Mary Patricia Burns 
Board Member 

President, Burke Burns & Pinelli, Ltd. 

Tarrah Cooper 
Board Member 

Managing Partner, Cooper Strategies LLC 

Rama Dandamudi 
Board Member 

Founder & CEO, Dandamudi’s Inc. 

Rich Gamble 
Board Member 

Chief Operating Officer and Executive Vice President, 
Chicago Zoological Society 

David Hoffman 
Board Member 

Executive Vice President, Morse Diesel International, 
Retired 

Laurie Holmes 
Board Member 

Attorney, Drinker Biddle & Reath 

Sister Mary Ellen Lacy 
Board Member 

Daughters of Charity 

Jonah Siegellak 
Board Member 

Founder, Millennium Advisors 


















































